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EXCLUSIVE

By JOSH MARGOLIN

State Comptroller Tom Di-
Napoli has become one of
the most vocal critics of
Chevron Corp. — and the re-
cipient of thousands of dol-
lars in campaign cash from
the oil company’s biggest foe
— since taking office in 2007.

DiNapoli, the state’s top fi-
nance officer, has issued
news releases and written
op-eds against Chevron.

And just last month, as
head of the state’s $150 bil-
lion pension fund, he led an
unsuccessful effort to force a
restructuring of manage-
ment at Chevron, a firm in
which New York’s pension-
ers are heavily invested.

His positions mirror those
of a group suing Chevron in
a controversial international
lawsuit that could cost the
company billions.

Meanwhile, the group be-
hind that 20-year-old lawsuit
has handed his campaign a
total of at least $48,000.

DiNapoli insists there’s no
quid pro quo between his ac-
tions and his donors.

The comptroller’s “interest
in the case is directly attrib-
utable to the potential im-
pact of a negative legal out-
come that would have an
economic impact on the
[pension] fund,” his spokes-
man, Eric Sumberg, told The
Post.

Sumberg said the state
Comptroller’s Office staked
out its anti-Chevron position
years before DiNapoli took
over in February 2007 from
scandal-scarred Alan Hevesi.

The controversial lawsuit

pits Chevron against a group
in Lago Agrio, Ecuador, that
claims years of oil drilling
left them with serious health
and environmental prob-
lems.

Courts in Ecuador have or-
dered Chevron to pay
$18 billion for “intentional
contamination” of the jungle.

Chevron has contested the
judgment and is countersu-
ing.

Among the gusher of re-
cords in the case is a stun-
ning 2007 e-mail — publicly
revealed here for the first
time by The Post — from
New York lawyer Steve
Donziger, the leader of the
plaintiffs’ case.

Donziger wrote that the
comptroller would be a good
target for lobbying because
“he is political, meaning, if
we show him how he can
look good going after chev-
ron, he might be even more
likely to help us.”

On Jan. 8, 2009, Donziger
sent another, even more
blunt e-mail about DiNapoli
to an associate.

“We are delivering a bunch
of checks to DiNapoli today,”
the lawyer wrote, adding
these instructions:

“Go to a closet and get out
that plastic box w all my
checks in it. Find my per-
sonal check book (the little
one) and write a check to Di-
Napoli 2010 and sign my
name. However, call me be-
fore u do this — I am wor-
ried this might not be a great
idea.”

A day after that e-mail was
sent, DiNapoli recorded a
$2,000 donation  from
Donziger.

Donziger did not respond
to messages from The Post.
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Larsen, whose grandmother died saving him,

enjoys Yankee hospitality yesterday with his dad, Dean, and mom, Jamie.

Yanks
for the

A Utah boy whose
grandma died shield-
ing him during a hor-
rific Queens car crash
last week got the all-
star treatment from
the Yankees yesterday.
Gabe Larsen, 11, was
supposed to attend a
Yankees game with his
grandmother before
the pair’s trip to the
city for his birthday
went horribly awry.
“Derek Jeter shook
my hand, gave me an
autograph and told me
to get better,” the Lit-
tle League pitcher said
of his favorite player.
Antonio Antenucci
ESports / Pages 57-63

Young guns throwing

out their basehall arms

By CHUCK BENNETT

Little Leaguers can
dream of being a pro, but
they shouldn’t play like
one.

That’s the advice of Dr.
Christopher Ahmad, the
head physician for the
New York Yankees, who
treats as many as 60 Little
Leaguers every week dur-
ing the summer for the
same injuries as seasoned

professionals.
“This is becoming epi-
demic. We are seeing

more and more kids being
injured” from player fa-
tigue and  aggressive
coaching, he said.

Ahmad, who is head of
pediatric sports medicine
at New York-Presbyterian
Hospital, said he treats
kids as young as 11 for all
manner of shoulder inju-
ries and a condition
dubbed “Little Leaguers
elbow.”

When kids — especially
pitchers and catchers —
become tired, their form
gets sloppy and they get
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STY HINGE: Yakee doctor Christopher Ahmad

checks out 12-year-old pitcher Jack Archer’s elbow.

injured, and those injuries
can be made worse be-
cause their bodies are still
growing, experts say.
With kids, the fatigue
problem is compounded
when parents and coaches
urge them to play through
pain — or the players
themselves don’t tell any-

one how much they are re-
ally hurting.

Last week, Jack Archer,
12, a pitcher for the Bears
of the Upper West Side Lit-
tle League, came in with
severe elbow pain, likely
the result of aggressive
throwing, the doctor said.

“Jack was smart. As soon
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as he felt pain, he told us,”
said the boy’s father, Scott
Archer, 47.

Ahmad said he not only
sees rotator cuff tendinitis
and labrum tears in the
shoulder with young pa-
tients, but severe ligament
injuries in the elbow.

“It used to be pro players
who needed Tommy John
surgery,” he said, referring
to the groundbreaking re-
constructive  procedure
first performed in 1974 on
then-Dodger pitcher
Tommy John, which in-
volves a tendon from an-
other part of the body be-
ing grafted to the medial
elbow. “Now, even high
school players have the
same injuries and want the
surgery.”

Little League spokesman
Steve Barr said the organi-
zation is well aware of the
problems.

“We have strict limits on
the number of pitches that
you can throw in a game
and number of days of rest
between games,” he said.
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